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For these individuals, the staff and
the volunteers at Camillus House serve
as a family, giving them the hope and
support that they need in their dif-
ficult transition to a new self-sus-
taining life.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Camillus’ staff
and volunteers for their devotion to
the desperate and voiceless in our
midst.

I encourage everyone in south Flor-
ida to visit camillus.org or to call 305—
374-1065 to learn how you can empower
this organization to continue serving
those in need in our community.

————
CELEBRATING GROWING BONDS OF
FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN INDIA

AND UNITED STATES

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, Prime Minister Modi’s visit this
week serves as an occasion to celebrate
the growing bonds of friendship be-
tween India and the United States.

India is a key partner for the United
States and Asia. Both our economic
and strategic posture in the region are
strengthened by investing in the bilat-
eral relationship between the world’s
two largest democracies.

India and the United States have
pledged to collaborate on energy secu-
rity, combating climate change, and
growing the green economy—opportu-
nities that will create jobs in both
countries.

This visit is an opportunity to cele-
brate the work our countries have ac-
complished and all that we can do to-
gether in the future. I am happy that
we are continuing to build on this
nearly 70-year-old partnership and are
laying the groundwork for an even
stronger relationship in the decades to
come.

———

CONGRATULATING FOOD BANK OF
SOUTHERN TIER, 2017S FOOD
BANK OF THE YEAR

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Food Bank
of the Southern Tier in Broome County
and Tioga County for being 2017’s Food
Bank of the Year, nationally. Out of
200 locations across the country, the
Food Bank of the Southern Tier was
ranked number one.

Last year, our food bank distributed
more than 9 million meals throughout
the southern tier. Over 40 percent of
those meals were given to children and
14 percent to seniors.

Through their work with mobile food
pantries and the BackPack Program,
the food bank has increased access to
healthy food for all, distributing 2.2
million pounds of fresh produce to
southern tier families.
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Today, I would like to thank Presi-
dent Natasha Thompson and the in-
credible volunteers who have worked
tirelessly in their mission to build and
sustain hunger-free communities. Your
work has had a profound impact on
ending hunger in our community.
Thank you again for your dedicated
service to the families of the southern
tier.

CBO SCORE

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice has come out with their score—or,
as we call it, cost—that was released
today that further confirms the actions
taken by the Senate Republicans are
just as mean as the House Republicans.

Protections for millions of Ameri-
cans with preexisting conditions will
be undermined; hardworking families
will be expected to pay more for less
coverage; and $772 billion will be cut
from Medicaid, a safety net for mil-
lions of seniors in nursing homes, preg-
nant women, children, and people with
disabilities.

The Senate Republicans can change
the name of the bill, but, as we now
know, it is not fundamentally dif-
ferent.

I hope this score raises a red flag for
Republicans in both the House and the
Senate. I urge that they reconsider in
trying to cram their TrumpCare bill
through the Senate.

Years ago Senator Dirksen said: “‘A
billion here, a billion there, and pretty
soon we are talking about real money.”

Mr. Speaker, a million here, a mil-
lion there, and pretty soon the Senate
Republicans will be talking about de-
nying coverage for 22 million people; 15
million will lose coverage next year
alone.

How on Earth is this a debate? This
is not healthcare. It is a tax cut for the
wealthiest of Americans at the cost of
low-income and middle class families.

Twenty-two million people will lose
healthcare.

LOOK OUT WORLD; MICHELLE COL-
LINS IS DANCING AGAIN ON CEN-
TER STAGE

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, in the sum-
mer of 2008, at the home of Ricky and
Victoria Collins, I met the most inspi-
rational woman in Texas history: First
Lady Laura Bush. Five years later, I
learned there was one more woman
who is more inspirational: Michelle
Collins, the daughter of Ricky and Vic-
toria.

In 2013, Michelle learned that she had
acute childhood leukemia. Her dreams
of being a professional dancer were fad-
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ing. She endured 2 years of brutal
chemotherapy, 44 straight days in the
hospital after her diagnosis, 18 spinal
taps, and fever after fever with her de-
pleted immune system.

Michelle won her battle for life with
family, faith, and art. As part of the
children’s art project at MDA Cancer
Center, she designed Christmas orna-
ments that sold like ‘‘hotcakes.”

Recovered, she graduated last month
from St. Agnes Academy in Houston,
Texas. In 2 months, she will enroll at
the University of Texas at Austin.

Look out world, Michelle Collins is
dancing again on center stage.

———

WELCOMING PRESIDENT MOON

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I join
Chairman ROYCE and all of my col-
leagues in welcoming President Moon
of the Republic of Korea as he travels
to Washington this week.

Across 135 years of diplomatic ties,
the United States and the Republic of
Korea have forged a strong and
unshakable relationship. Our countries
have sacrificed together in war—from
the Korean war to Vietnam, to the Per-
sian Gulf, to Afghanistan—and we have
prospered together in peace.

Our alliance, enshrined in the Mutual
Defense Treaty of 1953, has been a pil-
lar of stability and security for both of
our countries. That alliance is espe-
cially important in light of the grave
threat just 35 miles from Seoul: the
dangerous regime controlled by dic-
tator Kim Jung-un in North Korea.

America grieves with the Warmbier
family over the tragic death of their
young son, Otto. His unjust detention,
abuse, and death haunts all of us. We
must do all we can to secure the safe
return of the three Americans still de-
tained in North Korea.

I trust that President Moon’s visit
will deepen an understanding between
Washington and Seoul in these trying
times so that we may face this chal-
lenge as we have others: in lockstep,
side by side.

———
O 1930

CONGRATULATING OUTSTANDING
MUSIC PROGRAMS IN MINNESOTA

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to congratulate Chaska Middle
School West, the Minnetonka School
District, the Osseo Area School Dis-
trict, and Salem Lutheran School in
Loretto on being named best commu-
nities for music education by the Na-
tional Association of Music Merchants
Foundation. They have all been recog-
nized for outstanding commitment to
their music programs.
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Research has proven that music is
vital to a student’s education. Music
education benefits language develop-
ment, spatial-temporal skills, and can
lead to a higher IQ and increased test
scores. Music also brings students to-
gether and gives them incentives to
practice and strive for more self-im-

provement.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate the administrators, the

teachers, instructors, the parents, and
the students in these schools and dis-
tricts for their impressive dedication
to music education. They put a lot of
time and effort into their music pro-
grams, and all that hard work is really
paying off.

WELCOMING PRESIDENT MOON

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join my colleagues in wel-
coming President Moon Jae-in of the
Republic of Korea on the occasion of
his visit to Washington this week. This
visit is an important opportunity to
further the strong bonds of cooperation
and friendship between our two coun-
tries.

As North Korea continues to threat
our allies and pursue its destabilizing
missile program, including tests of
intercontinental ballistic missiles, this
meeting comes at a pivotal time. The
United States and the Republic of
Korea must continue to stand together
to contain this threat and ensure the
security and safety of this strategi-
cally important region.

Earlier I sent a letter urging Speaker
RYAN to invite President Moon Jae-in
to speak before a joint meeting of Con-
gress so all Members can hear firsthand
his perspective of these shared chal-
lenges. If not possible during this brief
visit, I hope he will address this body
in the future.

Once again, I extend my heartfelt
welcome to President Moon Jae-in, and
I express my commitment to fur-
thering the vital economic, security,
and cultural relationships between our
two countries.

———

WELCOMING PRESIDENT MOON
JAE-IN TO AMERICA

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in welcoming President Moon
Jae-in of the Republic of Korea to the
United States of America.

Next week will mark his first official
visit to Washington, D.C., since he as-
sumed the Presidency of his country.
This represents a continuation of the
friendship between our two nations.

This October will mark the 64th anni-
versary of the mutual defense treaty
between our two countries. This land-
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mark legislation continues to be a
vital component to peace and security
in the Asia-Pacific region.

Once again, I look forward to wel-
coming President Moon Jae-in to the
United States, and I look forward to
continuing our partnership with the
Republic of Korea.

———

REJECT SENATE HEALTHCARE
BILL

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, another Republican
healthcare bill that the nonpartisan,
bipartisan Congressional Budget Office
tells us will rip away healthcare from
22 million Americans, raise pre-
miums—especially on older Ameri-
cans—and cut Medicaid by roughly $800
billion.

The Senate Republican’s plan is espe-
cially cruel for New York City. Not
only will millions lose coverage, but
sharp Medicaid cuts will cost hospitals
over $56 billion, and fewer seniors will
be able to afford nursing homes and
home care providers.

But the bill saves its worst for
women. It cuts Federal funding for a
year for Planned Parenthood clinics
that provide essential healthcare to
millions of American women. It allows
States to easily waive guaranteed cov-
erage for benefits like maternity. In
short, women will have to pay more for
essential healthcare because we are
women, and women will have less ac-
cess to healthcare because we are
women.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Senate to re-
ject this cruel and merciless bill.

——

WELCOMING PRESIDENT MOON

(Mr. MACARTHUR asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, the
friendship between the United States
and the Republic of Korea is based not
only on shared, strategic, and eco-
nomic interests, but also on shared val-
ues. We share a commitment to democ-
racy and to political, religious, and
economic liberty. It is a joy to wel-
come President Moon Jae-in to Wash-
ington, D.C. I congratulate him on his
election, and I wish him a successful
summit.

But, for me, the relationship with
South Korea is also deeply personal.
My wife and I adopted two of our three
children, David and Isabella, from
Korea. I am deeply grateful to the peo-
ple of South Korea for my children and
for giving me the family that I love so
much.

But not every family on the Korean
Peninsula is so fortunate. We remem-
ber those who live under the oppression
of the North Korean regime that has no
regard for the dignity of human per-
sons. We condemn the horrifying
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crimes of that regime, and I express my
hope for the reunification of Korea.

We express our firm commitment to
the ongoing friendship with South
Korea, rooted in our shared values of
freedom and democracy.

———

FREE DR. AFRIDI FROM
PAKISTANI PRISON

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
day that Osama bin Laden, the world’s
number one terrorist, met his maker
was a great day in the war on terror.
But finding America’s most wanted
terrorist hiding in Pakistan was no
easy feat.

Pakistani Dr. Afridi worked with our
CIA to help determine and confirm
Osama’s hiding place in Pakistan by
using DNA evidence. But after Osama
bin Laden was Kkilled, Pakistan threw
Dr. Afridi in jail.

Why?

Because he helped the United States
find Osama bin Laden.

Pakistan claims to be United States’
number one counterterrorism ally, yet
they hypocritically hold this hero in a
Pakistani prison. Pakistan is no friend
of the United States. They are on the
wrong side on the war on terror. Paki-
stan hid Osama bin Laden from the
world.

Dr. Afridi deserves a medal for aiding
the elimination of Osama bin Laden,
not life in prison. Pakistan should free
him, and it is time to declare Pakistan
a state sponsor of terrorism.

And that is just the way it is.

———

WEALTH CARE OVER HEALTHCARE
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF CARIB-
BEAN AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I rise to take this Special Order
hour on behalf of the Congressional
Black Caucus.

It is with great honor that I rise as
coanchor for the next 60 minutes. We
have a chance to speak directly to the
American people on the issues of great
importance to the Congressional Black
Caucus, Congress, and the constituents
we represent, as well as all Americans.

This evening, myself and coanchor
MARC VEASEY will discuss two topics:
wealth care over healthcare and the
contributions of Caribbean Americans.

On the matter of healthcare, Senate
Republicans have finally released their
draft version of the House-passed
American Health Care Act, and it is
clear why they kept it behind closed
doors all this time. The bill is worse
than the one that was passed in the
House, with deeper cuts to Medicaid
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